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stage 1 Lead on the BA Textile 
Design course at Chelsea College

year 1 cohort of 80–100 students

my role is to support students’
transition onto course

develop agency

find community

skills to progress

pastoral care 



Challenge 

students entering university come from
structured learning
transmission-based pedagogies environments
‘banking model’ of education- Paulo Freire 

entering
HE education 
divergent learning
experimentation and creative risk-taking
embracing mistakes and ambiguity 
develop autonomy
construct their own creative identities
work collaboratively



landscape of education is changing
courses are closing    
UK Government’s Skills England : apprenticeships

many question relevance university

I feel a divide between institutional or staff-led approaches 
how students are invited to think and participate. 
But their voice feels silent from policy and pedagogy, 
and curriculum design, only heard at course committee and survey sessions
 

Nancy Fraser participatory parity

Importance ‘of ensuring community members have equal voice in public 
deliberations and fair representation in public decision-making’



How can co-created learning challenge hierarchies 
and put student voice at the heart of the curriculum?

What is my role in supporting peer learning?

questions



Co creation

Student-as-partner

IPAR
Inclusive participatory action research

 ‘with people and not on them’

Recognising all knowledge



The two sessions were embedded within the Concepts and Process unit, during which students rotate 
through four specialist textile areas and are introduced to different craft practices. Alongside this, 

students are required to independently drive their own projects through research and design 
development, culminating in the production of samples. This unit therefore provided a productive context 

for exploring questions of voice, agency, and peer-led learning.

For this intervention the focus was on two sessions

Embedded in Unit 2 rotation 
4 specialist technical areas 

Students develop self-directed research 

Both these session were co-created with recent graduates





Intervention – what I did
Session 1: Design Narratives – Finding Voice

co-designed with one graduate, with contributions from Year 
3 students

start of the unit 2 

lecture theatre fixed seating which shaped participation as 
largely whole-group and static.

Methods: short talks, a physical ideas-writing task, 

Mentimeter, which resulted in very high survey engagement 
of over ninety percent.



The use of Menti meter within the session was particularly successful. 

Engagement exceeded 90 per cent of the cohort

The tone was playful and light, good atmosphere: laughter, and conversation, and visible 
ease. 

Students responded using multiple languages

It brought collaborative dialogue to the session

The interaction felt genuine and contributed to a strong sense of belonging within the 
space.



“猎奇” (curiosity or the strange), 
 “女同” (a queer/lesbian reference)

90% of students participated in the survey







Enabled participation in the survey



Intervention – what I did
Session 2: Sharing working methods

led by two graduates, with the tutor stepping back.

mid-way through the unit
four hours in studio. 

flexible and reconfigured space throughout, allowing 
students to move, 

work with objects, materials and engage in peer-to-peer 
discussion. 

Focus: project journeys, specialist knowledge, and peer 
exchange. 
survey engagement was lower, 

session enabled richer social interaction and dialogue, 
redistributing voice within the learning space.



‘storytelling can function as both 
method and meaning’

Kovach (2021) 



I stepped back in this session, changing my role as teacher to observer.
This shared Live document, (lesson plan) became a platform for 
Dialogue and insight into student experience 



Active Participation

“..dialogue is an encounter among women and men who name the 
world, it must not be a situation where some name on behalf of 

others. It is an act of creation; it must not serve as a crafty instrument 
for the domination of one person by another. The domination implicit 
in dialogue is that of the world by the dialogues; it is conquest of the 

world for the liberation of humankind.”
Paulo Freize 







Internal dialogue 



Year 3: Lily Dixon

Image Credit: Pattern Perception



Year 3: Lily Dixon

Lily Dixon 
Image Credit: Pattern Perception
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